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Ignoring is so easy. It becomes second 
nature quickly: Simply clicking “mark as 
unread” can trap an email in my inbox for 
the foreseeable future, boring professors 
droning on become white noise — even a 
decent piece of cake can make me isolate 
myself from the world. 
Sometimes it’s easier this way. We can 
narrow our focus to exactly the things we 
want to hear about, tuning out those scary 
news reports or incessant questions about 
what we’re going to do after we graduate. 
We can, effectively, live in a bubble. And 
why wouldn’t we? Bubbles are fantastic — 
safe, comfortable, and incredibly fun to try 
to catch in your hand.
Of course, ignoring problems doesn’t 
make them go away — if that were the 
case, we’d all be praising the government 
for their outstanding work to stop climate 
change, our apartments and dorms would 
be spotless and I would actually have a 
plan for after graduation. Sometimes we 
don’t even try to shut out things happening 
in the world, they just don’t come to our 
attention. We can go through our day, 
unaware of things happening in Ames 
that affect members of the community, 
or overlook some of the services and 
experiences available to us.
In this issue of Ethos, we tried to cover 
some topics that often go unnoticed, or 
aren’t talked about much. For instance, a 
lot of Iowans are shocked to find out that 
heinous crimes like human trafficking are 
taking place in the small towns we call 
home. Some people at Iowa State also may 
be unaware of the campus environment for 
Muslim students, and how small actions 
can leaving lasting impressions — both 
positive and negative. Whether it’s these 
issues or things like saving the bees, 
learning about our campus alert system or 
even branching out into new Ames bars, 
getting to know the world around us is an 
admirable and important goal.
Sometimes ignoring is great — a night of 
bowling instead of doing homework can 
be a healthy break from reality. However, 
it’s important that we stay informed about 
things happening in our community and in 
our world, so we can help solve problems 
rather than pretending they don’t exist. 
I hope this edition of Ethos will open 
your eyes to both good and bad things 
happening right here in our Iowa State 
community.
Sincerely,
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